
KS1 Long Term Planning/Skills Overview for History  
 

 Autumn term Spring Term Summer Term 
KS1 cycle A Toy Story 

a: changes in their own lives and the way of life of 
their family or others around them. Where 
appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects 
of change in national life. 
 
Comparing toys from the past with present. 
Investigate toys and games that parents, 
grandparents played.  
Study a significant person related to topic. 
(Preston Park visit) 
 
Chronology skills 
Develop, then demonstrate an awareness of the 
past, using common words and phrases relating to 
the passing of time  
Historical Enquiry  
Understand some ways we find out about the past 
e.g. using artefacts, pictures, stories and websites  
Continuity and Change 
Discuss change and continuity in an aspect of life, 
e.g. holidays  
 Similarities and Differences  
Identify similarities and differences between ways of 
life in different periods, including their own lives 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

People who help us/Looking after ourselves 
Geography/ Science focus 
 
c: the lives of significant men, women and children 
drawn from the history 
of Britain and the wider world 
 
Significant person related to health & welfare: 
Mary Seacole/ Florence Nightingale 
 
 
Historical Enquiry  
Ask and begin to answer questions about events e.g. 
When?  What happened?  What was it like…? Why?  
Who was involved?  
Choose and use parts of stories and other sources to 
show understanding of events  
Communicate understanding of the past in a variety of 
ways 
Causes and Consequences 
Recognise why people did things 
Recognise why some events happened 
Recognise what happened as a result of people’s 
actions or events 
Significance  
 Recognise and make simple observations about who 
was important in an historical event/account, e.g. talk 
about important places and who was  important and 
why  
 
 

It’s a bugs life in the park 
b:  the way of life of people in the more distant 
past who lived in the local 
area or elsewhere in Britain. Compare aspects of 
life in different periods 
 
 
South Park study: 
Investigate features of the Victorian park, 
recreational activities, compare park in the past 
compared to present 
 
Chronology skills  
Begin to use dates 
Historical Terms 
Develop, the use a wide vocabulary of historical 
terms, such as: a long time ago, recently, when my 
…. were    younger, years, decades, centuries  
Interpreting History 
Identify different ways that the past is 
represented, e.g. fictional accounts, illustrations, 
films, song,   museum displays 
Continuity and Change 
Discuss change and continuity in an aspect of life, 
e.g. holidays  
Similarities and Differences  
Identify similarities and differences between ways 
of life in different periods, including their own lives 
 
 
 



KS1 cycle B Pirates 
c: the lives of significant men, women and children 
drawn from the history 
of Britain and the wider world [for example, artists, 
engineers, explorers, 
inventors, pioneers, rulers, saints, scientists           
 
Comparing the lives of pirates/ sailors then and now. 
(Trincomalee, Hartlepool  visit) 
 
Study the life of Guy Fawkes and the gunpowder plot 
 
Chronology skills  
Show where places, people and events fit into a 
broad chronological framework 
Historical Enquiry  
Ask and begin to answer questions about events e.g. 
When?  What happened?  What was it like…? Why?  
Who was involved?  
Understand some ways we find out about the past 
e.g. using artefacts, pictures, stories and websites 
Choose and use parts of stories and other sources to 
show understanding of events  
Communicate understanding of the past in a variety 
of ways 
Interpreting History 
Identify different ways that the past is represented, 
e.g. fictional accounts, illustrations, films, song,   
museum displays 
Significance  
 Recognise and make simple observations about who 
was important in an historical event/account, e.g. 
talk about important places and who was important 
and why 

At the Café 
Geography/ Science focus 
 
c: the lives of significant men, women and children 
drawn from the history 
of Britain and the wider world, and who have 
contributed to national and international 
achievements. 
 
Significant person related to health & welfare: 
Mary Seacole/ Florence Nightingale 
 
Causes and Consequences 
Recognise why people did things 
Recognise why some events happened 
Recognise what happened as a result of people’s 
actions or events  
Significance  
 Recognise and make simple observations about who 
was important in an historical event/account, e.g. talk 
about important places and who was important and 
why 
  

 
 
 
 

  

  

 

Oh, I do like to be beside the seaside 
b: the way of life of people in the more distant 
past who lived in the local 
area or elsewhere in Britain 

 
Victorian case study- Saltburn 
 
Reasons for the growth of the seaside town, 
houses, railway. 
How recreation at the seaside has changed. 
 
Historical Enquiry  
Understand some ways we find out about the past 
e.g. using artefacts, pictures, stories and websites 
Communicate understanding of the past in a 
variety of ways 
Interpreting History 
Identify different ways that the past is 
represented, e.g. fictional accounts, illustrations, 
films, song,   museum displays 
 

 
See National Curriculum 2014: Progression in History 


