
Mount Pleasant 

Reading Strategy 

The more that you read, the more things you will know.  The more that you 

learn, the more places you will go – Dr Seuss. 

Reading is at the heart of our curriculum and we ensure our English curriculum 

encourages children to enjoy books. From the important foundations in our 

systematic and structured phonics program to our range of class novels, school 

library, regular visits to our local library, interaction with authors, celebrated book 

days, awards and class reading corners, we make sure our school illustrates the 

importance of reading at every turn.  Reading whole class quality texts as a basis 

ensures that children are exposed to the best in children’s literature and a full range 

of genres.  Poetry, non-fiction, digital texts and picture books feature through the 

English syllabus from EYFS to Year 6 to provide our children with a wide and varied 

accessible yet challenging environment.  We want our children to leave Mount 

Pleasant as competent readers who can recommend books to their peers, have a 

thirst for reading a range of genres including poetry, and participate in discussions 

about books, including evaluating an author’s use of language and the impact this 

can have on the reader. 

 

Our Intent for Reading 

We intend to encourage all pupils to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction 

texts to develop their knowledge of themselves and the world in which they live, to 

establish an appreciation and love of reading, to gain knowledge across the 

curriculum and develop their comprehension skills.  It is our intention to ensure that, 

by the end of their primary education, all pupils are able to read fluently, and with 

confidence, in any subject in their forthcoming secondary education and to 

develop further reading skills to support them throughout life.  At Mount Pleasant, we 

do this by ensuring: 

 A range of engaging and challenging texts from a range of genres are 

accessed by our children which promote a love of reading and act as 

excellent models for language, embrace a wide range of cultures and time 

periods. 

 Children become fluent and age appropriate readers across Early Years and 

Key Stage 1 through a fully embedded and progressive phonic scheme as 

well as exposure to appropriate texts to build on further reading skills. 

 Children reach the expected standard in Year 1 phonics with word reading 

fluency being the most important focus on the curriculum.  This will then allow 

our children to build on their understanding of what they have read, exposure 

to an increasing range of vocabulary and developed comprehension skills 

ready for Key Stage Two. 

 All children in Key Stage Two will access class novels and weekly extracts with 

coverage of fiction, not-fiction and poetry.   All children access their own 

reading books as underpinned by ‘levels’ through Accelerated Reader but 

also read for pleasure from the class library. 

 



Phonics 

At Mount Pleasant, we use Letters and Sounds as method of learning letter sounds 

and blending them together to read and write words. As part of this, children have 

daily phonics sessions in small groups where they participate in speaking, listening 

and spelling activities that are matched to their developing needs. The teachers 

draw upon observations, work produced and continuous assessment to ensure 

children are stretched and challenged and to identify children who may need 

additional support. Children work through the different phases, learning and 

developing their phonics sounds and knowledge.  It aims to build children's speaking 

and listening skills in their own right as well as to prepare children for learning to read 

by developing their phonic knowledge and skills. It sets out a detailed and 

systematic programme for teaching phonic skills for children starting by the age of 

five, with the aim of them becoming fluent readers by age seven. Through the 

teaching of systematic phonics, our aim is for children to become fluent readers by 

the end of Key Stage One. This way, children can focus on developing their fluency 

and comprehension as they move through the school.    

 

Letters and Sounds Progression 

Phase Phonic Knowledge and Skills 

Phase One 

 

Activities are divided into seven aspects, including 

environmental sounds, instrument sounds, body sounds, 

rhythm and rhyme, alliteration, voice sounds and oral 

blending and segmenting.  

 

Phase Two 

 

Learning 19 letters of the alphabet and one sound for each.  

Blending sounds together to make words.  Segmenting 

words into their separate sounds.   Beginning to read simple 

captions. 

Phase Three 

 

The remaining 7 letters of the alphabet, one sound for each.  

Graphemes such as ch, oo, th representing the remaining 

phonemes not covered by single letters.  Reading captions, 

sentences and questions.  On completion of this phase, 

children will have learnt the simple code, i.e. one 

grapheme for each phoneme in the English language. 

Phase Four No new grapheme-phoneme correspondences are taught 

in this phase.  Children will learn to blend and segment 

longer words with adjacent consonants, e.g. swim, clap, 

jump. 

Phase Five Moving on to the complex code.  Children learn more 

graphemes for the phonemes which they already know, 

plus, different ways of pronouncing the graphemes they 

already know. 

Phase Six Working on spelling, including prefixed and suffixes, 

doubling and dropping letters, etc. 

 

 

 



Our expectations in phonics are as follows: 

 

EYFS: 

End of year expectations for children’s phonics ability is to be that of Phase 3 with 

higher ability children accessing Phase 4 upon exiting Reception.   Staff embed 

opportunities to play with and explore sound, and equip children with core listening 

and sound discrimination skills which are required for success in reading and writing 

as the children grow.   The children will be able to use, understand and demonstrate 

the following terms: 

 Digraphs 

 Trigraphs 

 CVC words 

 Split vowel digraphs 

 

Phonics underpins the majority of English teaching, with reading linking strongly to 

the sound and/or rule being taught.  Children are expected to read and write 

securely in this phase.  Each week, the children sit a child friendly spelling test which 

also relates to the sound/rule being explicitly taught. 

 

 

Year 1: 

Children are expected to begin Year 1 at Phase 3 with an end of year aspiration of 

Phase 5.  Phonics is taught daily in differentiated groups.  Reading is also 

underpinned by phonics with guided reading linking to the sound/rule being taught.  

Independent activities also link to phonics to consolidate learning.  Phase 6 is also 

covered (the prefix ‘un’ and simple unchanged suffixes such as ‘ed’) in accordance 

to our Mount Pleasant reading and writing objectives. 

In terms of assessment, phonics checks are regularly carried out to ensure any gaps 

in understanding are filled and intervened to support pupil progress.   

 

 

Year 2: 

Expectations are for children to be Phase 5 ready and an end of year expectation 

of Phase 6.  Due to the variety of rules and alternatives, more time is spent revising 

and ensuring a strong understanding of these phases.  Phonics is carried out daily in 

differentiated groups.  Reading also has a phonic focus for those children who did 

not pass their phonic screening, however, the majority of the pupils will focus on the 

National Curriculum content domains for reading.  Independent reading activities 

link to the phonic sound/rule consolidation as well as developing comprehension 

skills. 

Grammar work also links to phonics which falls in the Phase 6 category (i.e. prefixes 

and suffixes.) 

 



 

As part of the Lingfield Education Trust, we further use the ‘Trust Ready’ 

Curriculum for the Reading Early Learning Goal to set clear expectations and 

to ensure our children are on track. 

 

 

In addition to the discrete daily teaching of phonics, we ensure that the books 

children are given to read at home are closely matched to the sounds which have 

been taught in school so that children do not encounter words which they cannot 

decode; this is through the ‘Dandelion Readers’ book band scheme (which 

matches the ‘Letters and Sounds’ progression).  

 

Reading in EYFS and Key Stage One 

Our children have discrete guided reading lessons in school and have a story book 

shared and read to them every day. Children in EYFS and Key Stage One 

experience the explicit teaching of reading primarily through daily thirty minute 

guided reading sessions, which explore texts in detail and develop specific reading 

skills (as outlined in the Trust’s Reading Standards), and additional intervention 

reading sessions to further support, challenge and consolidate where required. 

 In guided reading, the children have the opportunity to read books with the class 

teacher, which are appropriate for the level that they are working at. They also 

complete independent reading activities such as: comprehension, character driven 

work, writing a blurb, sequencing and language based questions.  The children have 

individual targets and particular children also take place in reading interventions to 

ensure further progress. 



 

We expect children to read at least three times per week at home, which is 

recorded in their individual reading records. Children are provided with two books 

each week, one being matched to their phonic teaching and the second the 

children’s own choice to ensure reading for pleasure. Children who do not read at 

home or who are identified as at risk of not making their expected progress will be 

provided with additional reading opportunities with an adult in school.   

 

Reading in Key Stage Two 

In Key Stage Two, we teach reading through two different approaches: whole class 

reading and through access of a daily novel.  The daily novel is read for at least 

fifteen minutes to the class by the teacher in order to model good reading through 

fluency and expression and to expose the children to different language and to 

develop of love of reading, to enjoy a whole book without analysing the word 

choices or chapters.  Some examples of our class novels are: Viking Boy, Cogheart, 

Skellig, Who Let the Gods Out, The Hobbit, The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe.   

Whole class reading takes place each day for thirty minutes based on a challenging 

extract which links (where appropriate) to a topic or theme being taught in class.  

These extracts take place over a three-week cycle, week one being based on 

fiction, week two non-fiction and week three poetry in order to guarantee a wide 

and varied reading diet and application of skills.   

  Week 1  Week 2  Week 3  Week 4  Week 5  Week 6 
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Tue Explanation  Explanation Explanation Explanation Explanation Explanation 

Wed Retrieval Retrieval Retrieval  Retrieval Retrieval Retrieval 

Thur Inference Inference Inference Inference Inference Inference 

Fri Sequencing  

and 

summarising 

Sequencing 

and 

summarising 

Sequencing 

 and 

summarising 

Sequencing 

and 

summarising 

Sequencing 

and 

summarising 

Sequencing 

and 

summarising 

 

Throughout the year staff also plan for, and include each half term, a ‘plague text,’ 

one of the more complex examples of literature to teach in their reading sessions.  In 

his book ‘Reading Reconsidered’, Doug Lemov points out that there are five types of 

texts that children should have access to in order to successfully navigate reading 

with confidence. These are complex beyond a lexical level and demand more from 

the reader than other types of books. These are split into five categories: 

 Archaic texts – with old fashioned language such as the works of Beatrix 

Potter.  The vocabulary, usage, syntax and context for cultural reference of 

texts over 50 or 100 years old are vastly different and typically more complex 

than texts written today. 

 Non-linear time sequences – parallel plots, flashbacks, flash forwards.   

 Complexity of narrator - books which are sometimes narrated by an 

unreliable narrator- Scout, for example, who doesn’t understand and 

misperceives some of what happened to her. 

 Figurative/Symbolic texts – often through figurative poetry. 



 Resistant texts - texts written to deliberately resist easy meaning-making by 

readers. You have to assemble meaning around nuances, hints, uncertainties 

and clues. 

 

In addition to whole class reading, children have access to two reading books of 

their own choosing.  One is a class or library based book selected by the child, the 

second is underpinned by Accelerated Reader which is ran across Key Stage Two.  

Children are tested on Accelerated Reader the start of each term and are given a 

baseline level.  Once the children have read the book and taken the quiz, they must 

score 80% or higher three times before progressing to the next level.  This ensures that 

the children are reading a book of the correct ability for them, but given the choice 

of which book on this level to choose from.  Accelerated Reader books are regularly 

bought and updated, stamped and maintained by the school librarians. 

 

Assessing Reading 

Assessment is an ongoing aspect of reading in Mount Pleasant, not only in terms of 

phonic sounds, but of reading skills too.  As a school we use a combination of the 

Trust’s Reading Standards, benchmarking and the Rising Stars Reading tests in Key 

Stage 2. This provides staff with a wide range of information regarding reading age, 

comprehension ability, standardised scores and specific areas of strength and 

development for each individual child, and enables teachers to target support 

effectively through quality first teaching in the correct area.  

The Trust 25 Reading objectives are the main source of assessment and are used to 

support planning and teaching with five Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for each 

year group.  These are continually updated and assessments submitted at the end 

of each term.  To support assessments, staff also use the termly Rising Stars 

assessments to validate their teacher assessment.  Accelerated Reader results are 

also taken in to consideration. 

Any child who is deemed to be making insufficient progress or who is working 

towards that year group standard will be part of an intervention group with the class 

teacher or teaching assistant.  Interventions may be based on increasing fluency of 

reading, decoding skills or understanding the text.  Reciprocal Reading is largely 

used as an intervention scheme to support these children with their needs. 

Intervention is also in place for children who do not read at home or who are not 

heard reading.  Between 1.15 – 1.30pm every day, a dedicated time for 

independent reading is given.  During this time, teachers will specifically listen to 

children read who are not at home in order to prevent them from dropping behind 

their peers.  Teachers will then make a comment in the child’s reading record (or 

planner in Upper Key Stage Two) to build communication links between school and 

home.  Staff aim to read with each child three times a week minimum. 

 

Home Reading 

Studies show that reading at home makes a big difference to children’s educational 

performance.  Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day 

at home not only perform better in reading tests than those who don’t, but also 

develop a broader vocabulary, increased general knowledge and a better 



understanding of other cultures.  We expect our children to read at least three times 

per week at home, which should be recorded in their individual reading records or 

planners. Children who do not read at home or who are identified as at risk of not 

making their expected progress will be provided with additional reading 

opportunities with an adult in school, as outlined above.  Rewards are in place within 

each class for this children who do read at home. 

 

Promoting Reading 

At Mount Pleasant, we strive to promote a solid and secure reading ethos in other 

ways.  Each year, we celebrate World Book Day through exciting, creative activities. 

Similarly, we also celebrate Roald Dhal day.  Displays around school and in 

classrooms reminds children of reading opportunities and skills as well as show casing 

work completing on a book or detailing the class novel being shared. We have 

been visited by authors including Wes McGee and Adam Bushnell. Book Fairs are 

held during the year and give families the opportunity to browse and buy books 

together and we have held weekly payment support so the children can save up 

money to purchase a book at one of our fairs.  In every class, teachers share class 

novels or books which afford further opportunities to engage pupils and to introduce 

new authors, ideas, concepts and vocabulary. In EYFS, daily stories and rhymes are 

shared an in EYFS stories are shared at the end of every day.  We also have half 

termly Accelerated Reader awards for Key Stage Two and Star Reader Awards for 

Key Stage One and every celebration assembly on Monday’s includes a reading 

award for each class. 

 

 

 


