
July, 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Well, what another year it has been. I would like to thank you all for the support that you have    

given during another challenging time. I cannot commend the staff enough for the relentless work 

they did over lockdown, providing online learning whilst teaching a normal school day for the    

children who continued to attend. I feel so proud to be part of an incredibly hard working and     

resilient team. 

Thank you to all who completed the parental questionnaires. The response was overwhelmingly 

positive and great to know that you support the work we are doing. As always, if you ever have any 

worries or concerns, please come and discuss it. There is always a solution! 

 I sincerely hope that we will return to normal in September. We have had very little disruption     

because of the virus and this is testament to the rigorous procedures we have in place and the      

adherence to guidance. We have maintained the high standards and quality of work that you 

should expect of Mount Pleasant.  

We hope that the Y6 children enjoy the next part of their school careers and take the necessary 

tools that we have instilled in them to maintain the excellent progress they have made over the 

years. Good luck, Y6! 

Have a great summer and we will see you in September. 

Mrs. J. Blackham                                                     

Returning to School in September. 

We are expecting that we will have a full return to school on Thursday, 2nd September. Doors will 

open at 8.50am and school will begin at 8.55am. Please do not come on to the yard until 8.45am. 

Lunches will return to normal and school will finish at 3.20pm for Reception to Y6. 

Breakfast club will open at 8.30am. 
If there are any changes to this, we will let you know as soon as possible, through our usual communication 

channels. 

Contact information: 

 

Mount Pleasant Primary School 

Newton Lane, 

Darlington, 

County Durham, 

DL3 9HE 

Telephone: 01325 244950 

Email: admin@mountpleasant.darlington.sch.uk 

Please visit our website: 

www.mountpleasantschool.com 

Dates For Your Diary 
 

Thursday 2nd September: Start of Autumn Term 1 
Friday 22nd October 2021: End of Autumn Term 1 
Monday 1st November 2021: Autumn Term 2 Commences  
Friday 3rd December 2021: Teacher Training Day (School 

Closed) 
Friday 17th December 2021: End of Autumn Term 2 
Tuesday 4th January 2022: Teacher Training Day (School 

Closed) 
Wednesday 5th January 2022: Spring Term 1 Commences  
Friday 18th February 2022: End of Spring Term 1 
Monday 28th February 2022: Teacher Training Day (School 

Closed) 



A Visit to the Victorian Park for Y1.. 
 

To end the topic on The Park, Y1 took a wonderful 

trip to the South Park in Darlington. The children 

had a fab time playing and enjoying time with 

their friends. They went on a science walk to find 

evergreen and deciduous trees as part of their  

science topic and also found parts of the park 

that were from the Victorian times. 

Did you know that the earliest record of the park dates to the will of Sir James      

Belasses in 1636? He left Poor Howdens Farm to the town of Darlington for             

charitable purposes. In 1850, the trustees of the charity suggested it "be used as 

a park or promenade and a recreation ground for the public at large.”  

It was opened to the public in 1853 as Belasses Park and was 

the first Victorian Park in the North East of England. 

It is a       

beautiful park 

and an ideal 

place to go on 

a sunny day.  

 
 

Fun In Reception….. 

 

RW have had great fun with 

the end of year celebrations. 

They had a ‘Teddy Bear’s Pic-

nic’ on the field and a ‘Sports Day’ too. The children had  a great time playing 

games, singing and running under the parachute, running races and even beating all 

the teachers!  

Thank you for all your support during this very difficult 

year and our very best wishes to all of the children as 

they go up into Year 1. 

Mrs West, Miss Hilton, Mr Swan, Mrs Stein and Miss 

Markham 
 
 



Y3 visit to Grinton Moor - 

Let's Learn Moors. 

 

Year 3 were lucky enough to 

take part in the Let's Learn 

Moors, on Grinton Moor.      

Happening on an extremely 

wet day, the class set off to 

learn all about life on the 

moors and how the people 

who work on them look after them. With expert talks, 

demonstrations and hands on activities from gamekeepers, mountain rescue,    

beekeepers, falconers and gundog handlers, the kids had a wonderful time and got 

the chance to experience life on the moors first-hand. Even with all the rain it didn't 

dampen their experience or 

enjoyment for the day. 

Super Saltburn– a  Seaside Experience 

What a great day the Woodland room children had at Saltburn!  

The children were an absolute credit to Mount Pleasant School and also parents. 

Their behaviour was impeccable and they thoroughly enjoyed everything. Well 

done everyone! 

They took lots of photos and talked about what they could see, hear, smell and feel 

throughout the day. Back in class, the children shared the photos to recall and    

record their experiences. 

 



During the summer term, a 

sports week was organised to 

take place in school. It was a 

great chance for the children 

to try new sports that they 

may not have experienced  

before.  

On Monday, coaches from 

TUNOVA gym in Darlington 

delivered kettlebell work outs. 

Your children would have let 

you know about this as we had lots of children with sore legs and arms the next 

day! 

On Tuesday, the children worked with Paul Beadle and his Interactive Speed 

Cones. This was so much fun that the staff wanted to have a go.  

 

Wednesday was a fantastic day as we 

had the wonderful coaches from    

Drumba leading a dance workout      

routine involving drums and aerobic 

dancing. 

  

A coach from AJ Sports lead the         

children in a fantastic cricket session 

came on Thursday, teaching the children the basics of batting bowling and      

fielding.  

The week ended with the school’s annual sports day where a carousel of many   

different athletic activities took place. All of the children scored valuable points for 

their team resulting in the Birch Team winning the overall competition.  

Congratulations go out to all of the children for a fantastically successful week! 

And a huge thank you to Mr Swan, who arranged the whole thing. Did you know 

he got a special mention from the Schools Sports Partnership for ‘Going the Extra 

Mile?’ Well done, Mr Swan! 



What can you do with a cardboard box? 

Little Learners have enjoyed the topic “transport and journeys”. 

We used large boxes to spark the children’s imaginations as they 

pretended to go on a train or boat ride. The children interacted 

well with each other, taking turns to be the driver, wave the flag 

or share out the tickets. There were lots of new language         

opportunities too. Some of the children will be moving to     

Nursery in September. We wish them well.  

Have a lovely summer holiday from all at Mount Pleasant  

 
The Wonderful Work of Y2 

 

There has been a huge amount of creative and 

investigative activity going on in Y2.  They 

have been asking lots of questions: What    

pattern will I get if I wrap elastic bands around 

my fabric and dip it in dye?  What will happen 

to my plant if I remove one part?  What will I 

do with a chassis and some wheels to create a 

moving vehicle?  They had lots of fun finding 

out. 

 

The moving vehicles were amazing and were designed to take chosen people to particular 

places. They were all made with a chassis and moving wheels.  

It was discovered that plants could regenerate leaves, flowers but not roots and using an  

elastic band while tye-dying creates the most lovely patterns.  

Well done, Y2! 

 


